The author declares no competing interests. 1 dealing with perioperative cardiopulmonary arrest and the possibility of its prediction through a retrospective database analysis. The authors showed results on the influence (predictors) of perioperative diseases, type of cardiac rhythm when pulseless activity was detected, event location (operating room, postanesthesia care unit, intensive care area, telemetry, Correspondence CORRESPONDENCE and invasive airway placement partially explains the improved outcomes seen in monitored locations such as the operating room and postanesthesia care unit. however, as described above, it is possible that some of this improved survival relates to indication bias, in that patients at greater risk of IhCA with shockable rhythms are more likely to receive telemetry monitoring. Thus, summary conclusions to increase monitoring levels on the general care units cannot be made based on this study alone. Although expert opinion 4 and emerging evidence 5 continue to point toward outcome modification with increased pulse oximetry monitoring, the largest prospective study 6 to date failed to show survival or outcome benefit in patients. In addition, there is some evidence of serious harm with increased monitoring, prompting the Joint Commission to issue a sentinel alert in 2013.* 4. I agree that improved survival in the operating room IhCA could be explained partially by reduced resuscitation errors. The quality of resuscitation as measured by time to defibrillation, epinephrine administration, or intubation was significantly superior in the operating room, suggesting better run codes.
The get With The guidelines-Resuscitation database
does not provide information on surgical procedure or anesthetic management. Databases such as the Multicenter Perioperative Outcomes group † could provide valuable insight, but measures of cardiac resuscitation and neurological outcome are often missing from such databases.
I would like to thank the editor and the respondents to our study for the interest and look forward to more research in this area.
